“Right to Work” Hurts Everyone
By many measures, the quality of life is worse in states with “right to work” (RTW) laws. Wages are lower,
poverty and lack of insurance are higher, education is weaker—even infant mortality and the likelihood of
being killed on the job are higher.

States with RTW laws have:
Lower Wages and Incomes


The average worker makes about $5,000 less in states with “Right to Work” laws.
12 of the 14 states with the worst pay gap between men and women are “RTW”
states.1



Median household income in states with these laws is $6,437 less than in other
states ($46,402 vs. $52,839).2



Of the 10 states with the lowest minimum wages, 8 are “Right to Work.”1

Less Investment in Education and Public Services


States with RTW laws spend $3,392 less per pupil on elementary and secondary
education than other states, and students are less likely to be performing at their
appropriate grade level in math and reading.3



Of the 10 states with the least spending on public services, 8 are “Right to Work”
states. And of the 10 states that spend the least on public education, 9 are “Right
to Work” states.4

Less Job-Based Health Insurance Coverage


People in states with RTW laws are more likely to be uninsured (16.8 percent,
compared with 13.1 percent overall; among children, it’s 10.8 percent vs. 7.5
percent).4

Worse Poverty and Infant Mortality Rates


Poverty rates are higher in states with RTW laws (15.3 percent overall and 21.5
percent for children), compared with poverty rates of 13.1 percent overall and
18.1 percent for children in states without these laws.5



In states with RTW laws, 26.7 percent of jobs are in low-wage occupations, compared with 19.5 percent of jobs in other states.6



The infant mortality rate is 15 percent higher in states with these laws.7

Higher Rates of Death on the Job


In “Right to Work” states, the workplace death rate is 51% higher. 8
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